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CHILD DEATH REVIEW COMMITTEE - CORONER NOTIFICATIONS 

638. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Attorney General:   
I refer to the Child Death Review Committee:   

(1) From 1 July 2003 to 30 June 2004, 80 coroner notifications of child deaths were received by the 
Department for Community Development.  Of these cases, 42 children had some form of contact with 
the department.  Can the Attorney General provide details of how the other 38 died and their ages at the 
time of death?   

(2) From 1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005, 96 coroner notifications of child deaths were received by DCD.  Of 
these, 52 had some form of contact with the department.  Can the Attorney General provide details of 
how the other 44 died and the ages of the children at the time of death?  

(3) From 1 July 2003 to June 2004, 21 of the 42 children known to DCD died aged one year and under.  
The Attorney General provided the ages of the other children who died referred to in question without 
notice provisionally numbered 1463.  Will the minister now provide the causes of death for the four 
children aged two years, three aged three, one aged four, one aged five, one aged eight, two aged 12, 
one aged 14, six aged 15 and two aged 17?   

(4) Will the Attorney General provide the cause of deaths for the other children who died between July 
2004 and 30 June 2005: three children aged two years, two aged three, three aged four, one aged five, 
one aged eight, two aged nine, two aged 14, one aged 15, two aged 16, one aged 17 and one aged 18?   

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

The Office of the State Coroner is unable to provide the information requested because of the lack of specificity 
and the time frame involved.  The retrieval of the information requires a search of manual records, which is time 
consuming and resource intensive.  If the honourable member has a specific inquiry about a particular death, the 
Attorney General would be prepared to assist in answering that question.  The Attorney General is apprehensive 
that, in providing specific information of how children have died and their ages at the time of death, he might be 
unnecessarily causing further pain and anguish to those who have already lost their loved ones.  To assist the 
honourable member, the Attorney General wishes to table a document that has been obtained from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics that sets out the cause of death of each child 18 years and younger registered by the 
Registrar General’s Office for the period 1993 to 2004, which is the latest information available.  It should be 
noted that the data for 2004 is preliminary, as not all deaths that occurred in 2004 were registered in that year.  
Some deaths may be the subject of a coronial inquiry or reported towards the end of the year and will, therefore, 
not be registered until 2005.  I table the paper attached to the answer.  

[See paper 1803.]  
 


